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Faculty of Philosophy and Political Sciences
Al-Farabi Kazakh National University
Almaty, Republic of Kazakhstan

Subject: Ms. Aizhan Shabdenova’s PhD dissertation

Dear Colleagues,

Below please find my assessment of the current draft of the dissertation titled “Socio-
economic status of single-parent family in a big city (the case of Almaty) submitted by
Ms. Aizhan Shabdenova as part of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy in Sociology.

1. Importance of the topic

The topic of Ms. Shabdenova’s dissertation—socioeconomic conditions of single-parent
households—is of great scientific and practical importance both for the Republic of
Kazakhstan (RK) and in a variety of other contexts. The emergence and growth of single-
parent families is part of a global transformation of the institutions of family and
parenthood. While these processes have been widely studied in Western and similar
settings, little evidence on the subject exists in the RK. Understanding the trends and
characteristics of single-parent families is very important in order to get a more complete
and realistic picture of unique challenges and vulnerabilities that parents and children in
such families may face and to design effective policy interventions to reduce these
challenges and vulnerabilities. Ms. Shabdenova’s dissertation is therefore poised to
contribute to the improvement of well-being of a growing segment of the population of
Kazakhstan.

2. Reliability, validity, and novelty of the scientific findings

The dissertation is based on a combination of rich and and complementary quantitative
and qualitative data. The quantitative data come from a recent standardized survey
carried out in the RK, while the qualitative data are represented by semi-structured in-
depth interviews with single parents in the city. The mixed-method approach greatly
expands the scope and enhances the quality of the analysis. Specifically, it allows for an
assessment of socio-economic characteristics of single-parent families, the unique
challenges they face, and the strategies that single parents employ to overcome these



€

challenges and to improve their well-being and that of their children. Importantly, the
thorough and insightful analysis of these novel data is well situated within the cross-
national scholarship on the transformation of the institution of the family and the
emergence and proliferation of single-parent families.

3. Scientific and practical importance of the findings

The dissertation findings provide valuable information on and guidance for addressing
unique problems facing parents and children in single-parent families and for designing
interventions to address these problems and to improve the well-being of such families.
Given the rapid transformation of the institution of marriage in the RK, especially in its
large cities, such interventions are particularly timely and important.

4. Possible improvements

Based on my reading of the dissertation, I believe that no major changes in the
dissertation are necessary. The author may decide to make minor changes at her
discretion.

5. Conformity to general doctoral dissertation standards
The dissertation conforms to the established doctoral dissertation standards at the Al-
Farabi Kazakh National University, and I approve it for defense.

6. Weaknesses
The current draft of the dissertation has no noticeable weaknesses.

Once again, [ want to thank you for the opportunity to assist in supervising Ms.

Shabdenova’s doctoral research and providing an assessment of her dissertation. Please
do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding this assessment.

Sincerely,

el
Cecilia Menjivar, PhD

Professor and Dorothy L. Meier Social Equities Chair
Department of Sociology
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@akybTeT GUIOCOPUH U NOJUTOIOIHH
Kazaxckui HauMoOHaNbHbIN yHUBEpeUTeT UM. Anb-Dapabu
r. Anmartsl, Pecrrybnuka Kazaxcran

Tewma: Jluccepraums r-xu Abkan [1laGneHoBol Ha couckaHue cTerneHH AoKTopa dunocodun
(PhD)

VYBarkaemble KoJuteru!

Huxe npuBommTest MOS peLeH3us Ha TeKyllyro pedakuuioo aucceprauuu  «CouuaibHO-
OKOHOMMYECKHH CTaTyC HEMOJHOW CeMbH B KPYMHOM ropoge (Ha npumepe . AJMaThbl)y,
rnpeacTaBieHHyto r-xoi Aiskan LllaGnenoBoit corslacHo TpeGoBaHHMAM K CTereHH HOKTOpa
dustocodru no cnetnanbHOCTH « COLMOI0rUs».

1. AKTYaIbHOCTD TeMbl

Tewma puccepraumu r-xu 111abaeHOBON — cOLMaTbHO-O9KOHOMUYECKHUE YCIIOBUS JOMOXO03SMCTB
C OJHMM poauTeleM —— HMeeT OOJbLIYI0 Hay4HO-NPAKTHUECKYIO 3HAYMMOCTb Kak B
Pecnybnuke Kazaxcran (PK), tak u Bo MHOrMX aOpyrux koHTekcrax. [losiBmeHwe u poct
KOJMYeCTBa HEMOJIHBIX ceMed — 4vacTb [I00AJbHOIO WM3MEHEHHsS HMHCTHTYTOB CeMbU H
BOCTHUTaHHsA: XOTS 3TH MPOLECChl LIMPOKO U3yUeHbl Ha [IpUMepe 3anafHbIX cTpaH U T. M., 1o PK
3Ta Tema npexacTabiieHa Mago. [loHMMaHMe TEHAEGHUMH W XapaKTepHUCTHK HEMOJIHbIX CeMeH
O4YeHb BAXKHO [JS TMOJdydeHus Oosiee TMOJHOMO0 W PeajuCTUYHOrO MpeacTaBieHus 00
YHHKaJIBHOCTH 1POO/IeM U HE3aLMLUEHHOCTH, ¢ KOTOPbIMH CTaJIKHBAOTCS POAWUTENU H AETH W3
Takux cemed. u paspaborku s>pdexTHBHON noauTukd no Gopebe ¢ 3TUmMu npobieMamu w
TpyaHocTsimMu. Takum oOpaszom, aucceprauus r-xku lllabneHoBoit HaleneHa Ha BHeceHHe
BKJIaJla B [10BbILIEHKE O1arocOCTOSHUS pacTyLuel rpynnbl HaceneHus KasaxcraHa.

2. locToBepHOCTh, 000CHOBAHHOCTH H HOBH3HA NMOJYYeHHBIX HAYYHBIX Pe3yJ1bTATOB
Jluccepranma  OCHOBBIBAETCS HA COYETAHWM LIMPOKOrO  CHEKTPa  B3aWMOIOMONHSIOLIMX
KOJIMYECTBEHHBIX W KAYE€CTBEHHBIX AaHHbIX. Ko/MuecTBeHHbIE 1aHHBIC B3AThI U3 PE3YJIbTATOB
AHKETHPOBAHMs, HelaBHO nposelaeHHoro B PK, a kauecTBeHHble [HaHHbIE MPEACTAB/IEHbI
NOAPOOHBIMU TOJYCTPYKTYPHUPOBAHHBIMH HHTEPBBIO ¢ POAMTENAMH-OAMHOUYKAMH B TOPOE.
[lonxon, wmcrnonp3ylomui cMeLIaHHYI0 METOIMKY, 3HAYUTEJIbHO pacluupser maciurab u
MOBbBILIAET KAYECTBO aHajiu3a. B 4acTHOCTH, OH M03BOJISET MPOHU3BECTH OLIEHKY COLHATbHO-
9KOHOMHYECKHX XapaKTEPUCTHK HEMONHBIX ceMmel, 0coOblX NpobieM, ¢ KOTOPBIMH OHH
CTAJIKMBAIOTCA, U CTPATErMH, UCTIONIb3YEMbIX POAUTEIIMU-OAMHOUYKAMHU [UTs MPEOIOTIEHHS ITHUX
TPYAHOCTEN W MOBBILEHHS 071arocOCTOsIHUS: CBOETO W CBOMX JAeTel. BaykHO OTMETHUTE, UTO 3TOT
noApoOHbIH W rayOOKMH aHalu3 HOBBIX AAHHBIX BBIFOJHO BIKCBHIBAETCS B pPaMKH
MEKIOCYIapCTBEHHON CTHIIEHANWAIbHOW MpOrpamMMbl MO BOMNPOCAM H3MEHEHHUs HHCTUTYTa
CEMbH, BOZHUKHOBEHHS W PaCIPOCTPAHEHHS HEMOJIHbBIX CeMei.




3. HayuHo-npaKkTH4YecKas aAKTYAIbHOCTD HOIYYEHHBIX Pe3y.IbTATOB

[lonyueHHble B AuCCEpTALMM Pe3y/bTaThl MPEACTABSAIOT COGOH LEHHYIO uHpopmMaLuio 06
YHHKAJIbHOCTH MPOGJIEM W HE3ALUMLIEHHOCTH. ¢ KOTOPBIMH CTAIKMBAIOTCS POLHTENH U 1€TH U3
HEMOJIHbIX CeMEH, M PeKOMEeHIALMK 1o paspabotke 3Q(eKTHBHON noauTukH no Gopsle ¢
5THMH NPOOJIEMaMH W TOBBILICHHIO 01arocoCTOsHUS TaKUX ceMel. YuuThIiBas ObicTpoTy
W3MEeHeHHH uHcTHTyTa Opaka B PK, ocofenHO B KpymHbIX ropomax, Takas [OJHTHKA
CTaHOBHMTCA 0C000 Ba’KHOM U aKTyasIbHOM.

4. BosmoskHble yIy4ineHust

OcCHOBBIBAACH HA CBOEM NPOYTEHMH [AHCCEPTALLM. HE BHIKY HEOOXOMMMOCTH B 3HAYMTEbHbIX
M3MEHEHHSAX B IHCCEPTaLMKM. ABTOD MOKET BHECTH HE3HAUMUTENIbHbIE W3MEHEHHS Ha CBOE
YCMOTpEHHE.

5. CoorsercrBue 00LIMM HOPMATHBAM IHCCEPTALHMI HA COHCKAHHE CTENeHH JOKTOpA
puaocodun

Jluccepranms COOTBETCTBYET YCTAHOB/ICHHSIM HOPMATHBAM, IPUMEHSIOLLMMCS K AUCCEPTALUAM
Ha COMCKAHWE CTEMNEHH JI0KTOpa (unocodum & Ka3axckoM HaLMOHAIBHOM YHUBEPCHTETE MM.
Anb-Dapalu, U 1 pEKOMEHIYIO €€ K 3allnTe.

6. Heaocratrku
B Texyineit pelakLMK TUCcepTaLHK HEJOCTATKOB He BISBICHO.

Ele pas xody noGnarosapute Bac 3a BOSMOKHOCTb MPHHATH yYacTHe B PYKOBOACTBE
ueenenosanuem  r-xu  lllabaeHosod Ha couckaHue CTemeHH JOKTOpa  (unocopHM K
MPEIOCTABUTE PELCH3NIO HA e amccepraumio. B ciyuae BO3HMKHOBEHHS BOMPOCOB [10
PEeUEH3HH MpoLLy 00pallaThes KO MHE.

C yBakeHHeM,
(noonucy)
Cecnnua Menakusap. aoktop duaocodun (PhD)

[Tpodpeccop u 3aBenyromas kadeapoi coumanbHOM paboTs! 1. Hopotu JI. Meiiep
Ornenenue counonoruu

KEJIECI BETTI

KAPAHLI3
CMOTPHUTE HA |
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Pecnybaura Kazaxcman, 20pod Arvame.

Hsenaoyamoe uions 0se moicsiuu Oe6smHadyamozo 200a.
[lepecod 0oKyMeHma ¢ aneauticko2o A36IKA Ha PyCCKULl A3bIK.
soinoanen nepesoduuxom Llou Cepeeem Baadumuposuyem.

Hoonuce 'Ii_f/g_ (/QJQSO ()QQ‘)’LQ_,QZ» B% wrbgéﬁw

Jsenadyamoe wions 0se molcauu 0e6amuadyamozo 200d.

A Carvepsa Kaiipam Carvepsayae, nomapuye eopoda Aimamer, QenUCmeyIowull Ha OCHOGAHUU
cocyoapemeennou  auyensuu  Ne 13000108 om  09.01.2013 ec00a, ewidannoin  Komumemom
PeCUCPAYUOHHOU CydIcObL U OKasanus. npasoeott nomowu Munucmepemea ocmuyuu Pecny6nuxu
Kaszaxcman, ceudemenbcmeyio nOOAUHHOCMb NOONUCY, COENAHHOTI U36ECTIHBIM MHe nepesoOYUKOM,
epascoanunom Pecnybonuxu Kasaxeman, Lou Cepeeem Braoumupoguyenm.
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