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Subject: Ms. Aizhan Shabdenova's PhD dissertation

Dear Colleagues,

Below please find my assessment of the current draft of the dissertation titled ,,Socio-

economic status of single-parent family in a big city (the case of Almaty) submitted by
Ms. Aizhan Shabdenova as part of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy in Sociology.

1. fmportance of the topic
The topic_of Ms. Shabdenova's dissertation-socioeconomic conditions of single-parent
households-is of great scientific and practical importance both for the Republ-ic of
Kazakhstan (RK) and in a variety of other contexts. The emergence and growth of single-
parent families is part of a global transformation of the institutions of family and
parenthood' While these processes have been widely studied in Westem and similar
settings, little evidence on the subject exists in the RK. Understanding the trends and
characteristics of single-parent families is very important in order to get a more complete
and realistic picture of unique challenges and vulnerabilities that parents and children in
such families may face and to design effective policy interventions to reduce these
challenges and vulnerabilities. Ms. Shabdenova's dissertation is therefore poised to
contribute to the improvement of well-being of a growing segment of the iopulation of
Kazakhstan.

2. Reliability, validity, and novelty of the scientific findings
The dissertation is based on a combination of rich and and complementary quantitative
and qualitative data. The quantitative datacome from a recent siandardized iu*.y
carried out in the RK, while the qualitative data are represented by semi-structurei in-
depth interviews with single parents in the city. The mixed-method approach greatly
expands the scope and enhances the quality of the analysis. Specificaiiy, it allJws for an
assessment of socio-economic characteristics of single-parent families, the unique
challenges they face, and the strategies that single parents employ to overcome these
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challenges and to improve their well-being and that of their children. Importantly, the
thorough and insightful analysis of these novel data is well situated within the uoss-
national scholarship on the transformation of the institution of the family and the
emergence and proliferation of single-parent families.

3. Scientific and practical importance of the findings
The dissertation findings provide valuable information on and guidance for addressing
unique problems facing parents and children in single-parent families and for designing
interventions to address these problems and to improve the well-being of such families.
Given the rapid transformation of the institution of marriage in the RK, especially in its
large cities, such interventions are particularly timely and important.

4. Possible improvements
Based on my reading of the dissertation, I believe that no major changes in the
dissertation are necessary. The author may decide to make minor changes at her
discretion.

5. Conformity to general doctoral dissertation standards
The dissertation conforms to the established doctoral dissertalion standards at the Al-
Farabi KazakhNational University, and I approve it for defense.

6. \Meaknesses
The current draft of the dissertation has no noticeable weaknesses.

Once again, I want to thank you for the opportunity to assist in supervising Ms.
Shabdenova's doctoral research and providing an assessment of her dissertation. Please
do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding this assessment.

Sincerely,

(3L{fu\-/ 
/

Cecilia Menjivar, PhD
Professor and Dorothy L. Meier Social Equities Chair
Department of Sociology
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Oarcylrrer $ranocoQun H floJrr,rroJlorur4

Kas axc rcnfi Haur4oHuurb Huft y uranepcr4Ter HM. Anr-Oapa6 rz

r. Alruarn, Pecrry6mara Ka:axcrau

Tenaa: fiucceprarrr4{ r-xu Aftxas [Ia6Aesoeoft ua cor4cKaHue cre[eHu AoKropa $nloco$nrz
(PhD)

Ysa.lKaer\alre rollern!

Huxe npHBoAHTcr Mofl pelleH3ns Ha reKyrqyro peAaKrrr.ra Ar4aaepra\Hu <Coquaruso-
3KoHoMrzqeaxnfi craryc senorsofi ceMbn B KpynHoM ropoAe (na npunrepe r. Aluatr)>,
lpeAcraBneHHyro f-x(oil Afixan llla6aeuoeofi couacuo rpe6oeannrM K creneHn AoKropa

$ rznoeo$ arz tro cfieur4ar b Hocrr4 < Co qnolornr >.

l. Anrya;rrHocrb reMbr
Tenra Aucceprauul4 r-xu llla6.qeHoeofi - corruanbHo-3KoHoMuqecKr4e ycJroBr4.s Aonaoxossficts
c oAHr4M poAr,rreJreM r,rMeer 6onruryro HafrHo-[paKTr4qecKyro 3Har{r,rMocrb KaK B

Pecrry6,rrlxe Kasaxcrau (PK), rax H Bo Mnofr{x Apyrrrx KoHreKcrax. llossreHr.re u pocr
KoJrprqecrBa HerroJrHbrx ceuefi - 

qacrb r-ro6alrHoro r43MeHeHufl, uHaruryroB ceMba 14

BOCnHTaHHq; XOrs 3Th npoqeccbr rxHpoKo r43yr{eHbr Ha frpr4Mepe 3anaAHbrx arpaH r.r r. n., no PK
3Ta reMa [peAcraBJIeHa M€uIo. floHuvauae renAeHqufi n xapaKTepucrr,rK He[oJrHbrx cenrefi
or-IeHb BaxHo I.iln [oJTyr{eHHfl 60lee [oJlHofo h peanncTlrqHofo [peAcTaBneHhq o6
yHhKaJlbHocru npo6rev Lr He3auIUueHHocrH, c KoropbrMh cr€IJIKHBarcTcq poAaTenh vr Aerv vr3

raKr.rx ceMeft, ra paspa6olra :$Sercrhsuofi noJrnrr,rKu no 6opl6e c 3rHMr4 npo6lemanan u
TpyrHocrsMa. Tarun o6pasona, Ancceprar{uq f-xo{ Llla6Aeuoeofi Haqeleua Ha BHeceHHe

BXJIaAa B troBbr[reHue 6rarococrofl,Ht4fl pacryruefi rpyr]rrbr HacereHur Kasaxcrana.

2. [ocronepuocrb, o6ocsonasuocrb H HoBr{3Ha rroJryqenHbrx HayqHbrx pe3yJrbraroB

.{r.rccepraqrzs ocHoBbIBaercs Ha coqeraHnH rxr.tpoKofo cneKTpa mar,rMoAorroJrHsrouIHX
KoJ'IHr{eCTBeHHLIX ll KaqeCTBeHHblx AaHHblx. KolhqeCreeHHbte AaHHbre B3flTbt H3 pe3ynbTaToB
aHKerl4poBaHht, HeAaBHo flpoBeAeHHofo e PK, a KaqecrBeHHbre AaHHbre npeAcraBJ'reHbt
no4po6urtntH noJlycrpyKTypr4poBaHHbrMr.r r,rHTepBbro c poAHTeJrrMlr-oAHHor{KaMH B fopoAe.
floAxoA, Hcnoruslroxluft cMeuaHHyro MeroArdKy, 3Har{r,rreJrbHo pacuprpser uacurra6 H

[oBbl[IaeT KarIecTBo aHaIrvBa. B qacruocrr4, oH IIo3BoJIfier rIpoI43BecTLI oI{eHKy coqlaJlbHo-
gKoHoMHr{ecKHX xapaKTeprrcrr,rK HerroJrHbrx ceuefi, oco6rx npo6lev, c KoropbrMw IHLI
ertulKHBalorcfl, H crparelnfi, ncnolr3yeMbrx poAHTeJITMI,I-oAI,IHo.{KaMH Ant [peoAoJreHug 3THX

rpyAHocrefi II [oBbIIUeHug o,raroeocrogH]rr: cBoefo 14 cBoux Aerefi. Baxuo orMeTurb, Ltro 3Tor
nogpo6uuft u r,ry6oxnfi auanus HoBbrx AaHHbrx BbrroAHo BrrHcbrBaercrr B paMKH

MelKrocyAapcrsenuofi cruneuAnalsuofi [pofpaMMbr rro BonpocaM H3MeHeHnfl hHcruryTa
ceMbH, Bo3HriKHoBeHr4t H pacnpocrpaHeHhg HenoJIHbtx cenaefi .



3. Hay.r uo-[ paKTuqec Kas aKTyaJrbnocrb tronyrrennbrx p$yJrbraroB
flolyveHHlte B rucceprauuv pe3yJlbrarbr [pe.rcraBnror co6oft rreHHyrc rlH$opnraqrro o6
yHHKaIbHOCfU npO6,reV I4 He3aUInqeHHOCTH, C KOTOpbIMH CTTUIKI4BaIOTCI poAHTe.[H V ;1yTH Lr3
HenoJrHbIX ceMefr, u peKoMeHAar-lHH rto pa:pa6orrce :$$exrraeuofi noturuxu no 6opn6e c
3THMH npo6neltavu H noBbllrIeunro 6rarococrorHnr raKHX qeuefi. Yqtrrllsas 6tri,rpory
H:lN,reHeuHfi tiHcrHryTa 6paxa e PK, oco6enuo B KpyrrHbrx fopoAax, TaKas [oJrr,rruKa
craHoBuTcr oco6o ealKHofi n arrva-nruo[.

4. Bo:moxsbre vJyqureuus
OcHossrsascb Ha cBoelt fipoqreHuH AHcceFrauHH. He

H3MeHeHHflx B ltrccepraunn. ALrrop Ntoxer BHecrH
ycNroTpeHHe-

snxy Heo6xoAhMoern B 3Haqr,rrerbHbrx
HC3HAqHTENbHbIE H3MEHCHLIS HA CBOC

5. CooreercrBue oOurum HopMarrrBam ruccepraqnil ua coucKaHlte cTe[eHrr AotrTopa
Qu,rocoSnu
!nccepraunfl coorBercrByer ycraHo&,-reHHbtv HopMarHBaM,
Ha coHcKaHHe crefleHu AoKTopa Qu;roc@nx s Ka3axcrcoil,r
Ars-<Dapa6n, H f, peKoMeHAylo ee K 3arurre-

npr4MeHqrcLIIHMCr K Ar4CCepTaur-rfl M

HauuoHaJrbHoM yHABepcHTeTe hM.

6- HeAograrrcu
B rercyuefi peAaKrrr.rn Ar,rccepraul{H }r€r(narxoB He BbrrBJreHo.

Eure pa3 xor{y no6rarolapHTb Bac 3a B(xryo)KHocrb rrpuHflTb yr{acrae B pyKoBoAcrBe
HccJIeAoBaHHeM f-)KH []a6:eHosoi Ha coHcKaHHe crefleHn AoKTopa $ra,roco$rzr.r vl
npeAocraBuTb perleH3Hro Ha ee -lncceFrauHro. B cly,vae Bo3HHKHoBeHh, BonpocoB no
peueH3HH npouy o6pautancr Ko vHe-

C ynaxeuueu"

(n0Onucb)

Cecu tus MeHAxHsap. trorilop Qr.urocoQr.lr.r (ph D)
flpo$eccop H 3aBeAy*ouar rcaQe4pofi coquarruofi pa6orrr arrl. lopora JI. Mefiep
OrAeleHne counonorHH
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P e c:n)t1nurca Kasaxcmau, zopod Anuamrt.
leeuad4amoe unH.fl dee muca.tu deaamuadqamozo zoda.
Ilepeaod doxyueuma c auzltu[icrcoeo n3uKa ua pyccrcuit fl3btK.
6 brno r H e H n e p e a o d u ux o a L{oil C e p z e e u B n ad uuup o 6ult eM.

Ilodnucu B
faewadtlamoe unHfl dae mttcartu deaamnad4amozo zoda.
.8, Catattpsa l{ailpam Canuutpsay"nu, Homapuyc a.opoda Alt.tramu, deitcmayrou4uit ua ocHoGAHuu
aocydapcntr:euuou "ryuqeH3uu Nb 13000108 om 09.01.2013 zoda, ewdauworlt Koaumemou
pe?ucmpal4uouuoit cnycrc6t''t u oKasaHun npaaoeoil noMou4u Muuucmepcm7a rocmut4uu Pecny1nurcu
Kasaxcmaw, ceudemenbcmryn nodnuuuocmt nodnucu, cdenauuoti rg7ecmHw6 MHe nepe7odraurco-na.
e p at c d au uu ou P e cny 1nurcu Ras ax c m au, 4 oti c e p e e e u B n ad uuup o 6wt eM.

3apezucmpup06aHo sa ]W 4-2033
Ontaqeuo uo Ho, cm. 30 n.2 u cm. 30-l
Jaxona PK

Homapu,


